It is easy to measure the loss of Dr. Christopher Desch by recounting his considerable accomplishments: the seminal studies in cancer-related health services research during his early years at the Medical College of Virginia, the clinical research programs he began in the Community Clinical Oncology Program (CCOP) and private practice venues, the leadership position he held in an exemplary oncology practice, the pre-eminent positions he held in ASCO. If I had to point to one achievement that epitomized his career, it would be the rural oncology program he initiated and still staffed, bringing expert oncologic care to all reaches of country-side Virginia. We at NCCN can especially single out the benefits we accrued from Chris's all-too-short tenure as medical director: launching a quality measure program, strengthening the guidelines process, and helping refine JNCCN itself.
